it can be very toxic to fish at low concentrations (Klaassen et al., 1999) 
Results 125
To test in fish the utility and sensitivity of the new RP-HPLC-FD method for MT 126 quantification, it was first adapted to fish liver extracts. Different DTT, SDS and mBBr 127 concentrations were assayed to optimize derivatization conditions. As previously shown for 128
Scrobicularia plana, optimal labelling of the extracts required 12 mM DTT, 3% SDS and 12 129 mM mBBr (Romero-Ruiz et al., submitted). Figure 1 shows the chromatographic patterns of 130 rabbit liver MT-I and of D. labrax extracts from unexposed fish or exposed to metals, after 131 being labelled with mBBr. Comparing controls and fish injected with Cu, Cd, and Hg a peak 132 eluting at 16.8 min, present in metal-exposed animals and absent in controls, was the main 133 difference, thus being considered to correspond to D. labrax MT. This retention time was 134 slightly higher than that of purified rabbit liver MT-I, 16.3 min, probably due to the higher 135 6 protein content of fish extracts, as confirmed by the more complex patterns observed at the 136 initial part of the elution profile in all fish extracts, particularly between 3 and 10 minutes. 137 
